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Parliament and declared to have the same force as a
treaty.   The chief points in this letter are :    (i) a defini-
tion of the force to be supplied to the Nizam.    It was
agreed that two battalions, each of 800  sepoys, com-
manded and officered by Europeans, with six guns, should
be supplied to the Nizam at his cost, whenever he should
apply for their services, thus modifying the words in the
former treaty, " if the condition of the affairs of the
Company should allow it," but it was stipulated that
these troops should not be used against certain Powers
then in alliance with the Company, namely, the Mah-
ratta States, the Nawah of the Carnatic, and the Rajahs-
of Tanjore and Travancore.    (2) It will be remembered
that in the treaty of 1768 a stipulation was made about
taking certain districts in the Carnatic Balaghaut from
Mysore, for which tribute should be paid to the Nizam.
Abdul Kassim had been instructed to point out that this-
stipulation had never been carried out, and to urge the
advisability of its being put into effect.    Lord Cornwallis,
however, replied that circumstances had altered since
1768, and that we were then at peace with Mysore, but
promised that, if in future the Company should come into
possession of those districts, the terms of the treaty of
1768 should be strictly carried out.    It is significant that,
although the Company was then at peace with Tippoo,
that king's name was not mentioned as one of  those
against whom troops supplied to the Nizam should not
be used.   The reason of this appears to have been that
Lord Cornwallis thoroughly distrusted Tippoo's intentions,
a suspicion which, as was shown by subsequent events,
was amply justified.   At the same time as these negotia-
tions were being carried on at Calcutta the Nizam appears
to have sounded Tippoo in respect to an alliance.    This
statement is on the authority of Colonel Wilks, who